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BILLINGHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  ths  year,  1937. 


MR.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  and  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Vital  Statistics  of  the  District  for  the  year  1937. 

General  Statistics. 


Area  (Acres)  ... 

7,860 

Population  (Census  1931)  ... 

*17,972 

Population  (Resident) 

20,680 

Inhabited  Houses 

5,343 

Rateable  Value 

£190,745 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£765 

* Estimated  19,306. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Males 

Females  Total  Birth  Rate. 

Births — Legitimate 

182 

195 

Births — Illegitimate 

7 

5 

19.6  per  1,000 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

4 

13 

estimated 

Still  Births — Illegitimate 

— 

— 

population. 

Total  ... 

193 

213 

Death  Rate. 

Deaths 

69 

76  7.0  per  1,000  population 

INFANTILE  DEATHS : 

Legitimate 

, 12 

14 

Infantile  Death  Rate. 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

64.0  per  1,000  Births. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  Child  Birth  : 


From  Sepsis  ... 

Nil 

From  Other  Causes  ... 

1 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Nil 

„ „ Whooping  Cough  

2 males 

„ „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ... 

3 

There  has  been  a markedly  severe  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 

Females 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

Influenza 

3 

5 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

3 

Other  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

General  Paralysis 

— 

1 

Cancer  ... 

5 

6 

Diabetes  

— 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

1 

2 

i 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

13  ) 

16 

Aneurism 

1 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  ... 

7 

5 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

7 

7 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

— 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ... 

— 

3 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

3 

1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

2 

1 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases  ... 

— . 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc. 

6 

6 

Senility j 

- 1 

1 

Other  Violence  ; 

5 | 

— 

Other  defined  diseases 

7 | 

4 

Ill-defined  Diseases 

- 1 
| 

1 

69 

76 

Total  ... 

145 

AGES  AT  DEATH. 
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Total  104,  plus  41  of  persons  who  died  outside  the  District, 
but  belonging  to  it. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


DISEASE 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 
removed 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

223 

218 

2 

Diphtheria 

70 

69 

1 

Pneumonia 

38 

3 

14 

Erysipelas 

13 

— 

— I 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

2 

— 

— ■ 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

347 

290 

17 

AGE  PERIODS  OF  ATTACK. 


Disease 

Under  1 year 

1-2  years  j 

CO 

1 

(NJ 

CO 

lO 

4 

o 

*7 

lO 

10-15  „ j 

15-20  „ 

20-35 

35-45 

45-65  „ ; 

and  over 

Totals  j 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

11 

14 

14 

107 

53 

11 

3 

| 

4 

223 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

3 

4 

7 

33 

13 

4 

3 

1 

1 

70 

Pneumonia 

— 

— * 

— 

2 

3 

12 

4 

4 

2 

4 

7 

38 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

9 

13 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia 

• 

2 

2 

Neonatorum  ... 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

1 

7 1 

14 

20 

24 

153  | 

70 

T9 

11 1 

11 

17 

347 
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The  case  of  infectious  disease  per  1,000  living,  as  compared 
with  England  and  Wales,  is  as  follows: — 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Notified 

Treated 

Vision 

Unimp’ed 

Vision 

Impaired 

Deaths 

At  Home 

Hospital 

1 

1 

— 

i 

— 

— 

The  above  was  treated  at  home  and  made  satisfactory 
recovery. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Years. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0-1 

— 

— • 

1 

— 

1 — 

— — 

1-5 

— . 

— 

1 

— . 

— 

— — 

5-15 

1 

— 

9 4 

— 

— 

— 1 

15-25 

2 

— 

2 1 

1 

1 

— . — 

25-35 

— 

1 

— — 

1 

1 

— . — 

35-45 

2 

2 

— ■ — 

1 

1 

— — 

45-55 

3 

1 

— . 

— . 

— 

— — 

55-65 

1 





— 

— 

— — 

65  years 
and  over 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

Totals 

9 

4 

13  5 

3 

3 

i 

Population. 

1931  Census  gave  the  number  of  people  resident  in  the 
District  as  17,972,  and  for  this  year,  the  figures  received  from 
the  Registrar  show  a population  of  19,306,  and  give  a resident 
population  of  20,680,  an  increase  on  figures  for  the  previous 
year  of  1,230. 

Births. 

The  total  number  of  births  was  406,  of  which  193  were 
males  and  213  females. 

Last  year  383  were  recorded,  so  there  has  been  an 
increase  of  23. 

The  Birth  rate  is  19.6,  as  compared  with  15.5  per  1,000 
population  for  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths. 

104  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district,  and  with 
outward  transfers  to  other  districts,  and  inward  transfers  to 
this  district,  the  total  number  for  Billingham  Urban  District 
was  145. 

This  gives  a total  death  rate  of  7.01  per  1,000  population, 
and  is  slightly  less  than  the  figure  7.09  for  1936. 

The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  12.4. 

Infantile  deaths. 

There  were  26  deaths  in  children  under  1 year  of  age,  and 
the  Infantile  Death  Rate  is  therefore  64  per  1,000  live  births. 
58  is  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  223  cases  notified,  of  which  218  were  removed 
to  Hospital.  The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  was  2. 

Diphtheria. 

70  cases  were  notified,  and  69  were  removed  to  Hospital. 
1 death  took  place  from  this  disease. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

2 notifications  were  received,  and  both  cases  recovered. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  was  only  one  case  of  this  during  the  year.  It  was 
treated  at  home  and  recovered  with  unimpaired  vision. 


8 


Erysipelas. 

13  cases  were  notified,  and  all  recovered  after  treatment 
at  home. 

Enteric  Fever. 

I am  happy  to  have  to  record  no  cases  of  this  disease 
during  the  year. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  numbers  sent  to  hospital 
from  last  year’s  figures,  of  80,  viz. : — 287  this  year  and  207 
last  year. 

Nursing. 

Successful  and  satisfactory  work  continues  to  be  done  by 
the  District  Nursing  Association,  and  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centres  record  good  attendance  and  work. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  KIRK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Death-rates,  and  Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases 
in  the  Year  1937. 


England  and  Wales,  London,  125  Great  Towns  and  148  Smaller  Towns. 

(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 
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Rates  per  1,000  population. 

Births. 

1 

] 

Live  

18.6 

14.9 

14.9 

15.3 

13.3 

Still  

0.8 

0.60 

0.67 

0.64 

0.54 

Deaths. 

All  Causes  

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

7.01 

12.4 

12.5 

11.9 

12.3 

Fevers  

— 

0.00  1 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

— 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

Scarlet  Fever  

0.09 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough  

0.09 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.06 

Diphtheria  

0.04 

0.07 

0.08 

0.05 

0.05 

Tnfluenza 

0.33 

0.45 

0.39 

0.42 

0.38 

Violence  

0.24 

0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

0.51 

Notifications. 

Smallpox  



0.00 

0.00 



Scarlet  Fever 

10.7 

2.33 

2.56 

2.42 

2.09 

Diphtheria  

3.3 

1.49 

1.81 

1.38 

1.93 

Enteric  Fever  

— 1 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.05 

Erysipelas 

0.6  | 

0.37 

0.43 

0.34 

0.44 

Pneumonia  

1.8  | 

1.36 

1.58  [ 

1.20 

1.18 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and ! 

67 

58 

62 

55 

60 

Enteritis  under  2 yrs.  of  age 

7.7 

00 

irj 

7.9 

3.2 

12.0 

Maternal  Mortality. 

0.97 

Puerperal  Sepsis  i 

— 

Others  

2.56 

2.26 

...  Not 

available 

Total  

2.56 

3.23 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e.  Live  & Still) 

Maternal  Mortality. 

1 

0.94 

2.17  ( 



Puerperal  Sepsis  

Others  

| 

2.43  | 

...  Not 

available 

Total  

2.43 

1 3.11 

Notifications. 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  ) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia j 

1 

4.86  | 13.93 

17.59 

11.52 

I 4.15 
l 14.34 
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SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1937. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Haverton  Hill. 

June,  1938. 

MR.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  and  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  herewith  my  twelfth 
annual  report,  which  covers  the  activities  of  my  department 
during  the  year  1937. 

Again,  the  year  has  been  one  of  considerable  activity  and 
much  progress  has  been  made.  Two  new  Acts  of  the  utmost 
importance  have  come  into  force,  namely,  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  and  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  A new  Food  and 
Drugs  Bill  has  also  appeared,  which  possibly  will  become  law 
during  the  coming  year.  There  seems  to  be  no  end  to  new 
legislation  these  days,  and,  although  termed  consolidating 
measures  in  many  cases,  alterations  are  made  and  new 
material  is  added,  which  no  matter  how  desirable,  increases 
the  difficulty  of  keeping  up-to-date.  Indicative  of  how  the 
work  of  a Health  Department  has  grown  of  late,  366  Sanitary 
Inspectors  were  appointed  during  1936-37  to  cope  with  the 
extra  work. 

An  important  step  in  the  development  of  your  district 
was  taken  when  it  was  enlarged  under  the  County  Review 
Order,  as  from  1st  April,  1937,  by  7,629  acres,  which  increased 
the  length  of  river  frontage  to  7.58  miles.  The  added  area 
comprises  Old  Port  Clarence,  Cowpen  Bewley  and  Wolviston, 
previously  attached  to  the  Stockton  Rural  District,  and  has 
brought  extra  work,  due  to  additional  farms,  slaughterhouses 
and  old  property,  reference  to  which  is  made  under  the 
appropriate  headings. 

Another  item  worthy  of  mention — perhaps  not  strictly  a 
matter  for  this  report — is  the  question  of  office  accommoda- 
tion. Early  in  the  year  a new  wing  to  the  Council  Offices 
w-as  completed  and  adequate  accommodation  provided  for  my 
department,  which  is  much  appreciated  by  the  members  of 
my  staff  and  myself. 

I would  again  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
very  able  and  whole-hearted  support  I have  received  from  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  and  also  from  Officials  and 
members  of  the  Staff. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  RUSHWORTH, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 
AND  OTHER  DETAILS. 

Dwelling  Houses,  under  inspection  of  District  Regulations  128 
Dwelling  Houses,  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  584 

Dwelling  Houses,  under  Infectious  Diseases  ...  291 

Dwelling  Houses  and  Schools  Disinfected  ...  ...  300 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Conveyances  ...  ...  71 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  186 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Wet  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  639 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Samples  of  Food  purchased  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Milk  Samples  tested  at  Office  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Water  Samples  obtained  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination  75 

Milk  Samples  taken  for  Biological  T.B.  Examination  56 

Drains  Tested  or  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

Complaints  Investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  337 

Visits  to  Works  in  Progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  898 

Visits  to  Premises  under  Notice  ...  ...  ...  797 

Smoke  Abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  236 

Refuse  Tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Owners  or  Agents  Interviewed  54 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Shops  ...  87 

Public  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Samples  of  Public  Baths  Water  ...  ...  ...  1 

Butcher’s  “ Making  Up  ” Places  ...  ...  ...  20 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rats  and  Mice  74 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Offensive  Accumulations  3 

Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Allotments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Street  Vendors’  and  Hawkers’  Carts  6 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 
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NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  NOTICES. 


Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  479 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  297 

Informal  Notices  outstanding  from  previous  years 

complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 


SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  DEFECTS 


REMEDIED. 

HOUSES 

Internal  Dampness 

24 

Defective 

Roofs 

32 

yy 

Floors 

16 

yy 

Eavesgutters  and  Fallpipes 

44 

,, 

Doors  and  Fittings  ... 

34 

yy 

Ceilings  ...  

5 

yy 

Lintels  and  Sills 

6 

yy 

Window  Frames,  Cords,  Glazing  and 

Fastenings 

55 

yy 

Firegrates  and  Ovens  

19 

yy 

Brickwork  

15 

Plasterwork 

29 

Walls  

32 

yy 

Yard  Pavings  

25 

Chimneys 

• • • 

26 

„ 

Coppers 

8 

yy 

Water-pipes  and  Taps  

19 

yy 

Yard  Walls 

33 

* 

Sink  Waste  Pipes 

7 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Defective 

Doors 

24 

yy 

Roofs 

16 

Plasterwork  

25 

Eavesgutters  and  Fallpipes 

1 

Cisterns 

14 

yy 

Pedestal 

1 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

Cases  of  Overcrowding  ... 

27 

Dust  Bins  Provided  or  Renewed 

253 

Blocked  Drains  and  Sink  Waste-pipes  Cleared 

101 

Verminous  Premises  Disinfested 

134 

Offensive 

Accumulations 

6 

Rag  Dealer,  distributing  toys  ... 

1 

Books  Disinfected 

194 

Ice  Cream  Manufactory  Cleansed 

1 
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Butcher’s  Yard  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stagnant  Pond  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Premises  Limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Butcher’s  “ Making  Up  ” Places  Cleansed 1 

Drains  Relaid  or  Reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  33 

Inspection  Chambers  Provided  ...  ...  ...  6 


HOUSING. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  under  this  heading  may 
be  divided  into  the  following  sub-headings: — 

(1)  Slum  Clearance; 

(2)  Repair  or  Demolition  of  Individual  Houses. 

The  necessity  for  item  (1)  was  due  to  a block  of  property 

at  Old  Port  Clarence,  included  in  the  new  area,  and  on  which 
the  necessary  work  was  commenced  immediately  it  came 
under  your  jurisdiction.  There  are  92  houses,  consisting  of 
six  rows  of  back-to-back  houses,  two  rows  of  houses,  and 
two  lock-up  shops.  The  whole  block  is  situate  within  the 
middle  of  a large  industrial  site  with  conditions  prevailing 
which  the  Housing  Act  is  designed  to  remove.  After  the 
whole  area  had  been  inspected  a report  was  made  recom- 
mending that  it  be  declared  a clearance  area.  This  was 
agreed  and  the  necessary  formalities  were  instituted. 

The  repair  or  demolition  of  individual  houses  is  going 
steadily  forward,  some  9 houses  having  been  dealt  with  under 
section  II  of  the  Housing  Act.  In  four  cases  the  owners 
considered  that  the  houses  were  not  worth  repairing,  there- 
fore, demolition  orders  were  made,  and  an  undertaking  by 
the  owner  to  thoroughly  repair  and  improve  the  other  five 
was  accepted. 

The  number  of  houses  inspected  and  made  fit  as  the 
result  of  Informal  Notices  is  tabulated  under  “ Housing 
Statistics.” 

Speculative  building  has  been  rather  quiet  and  the 
demand  is  for  a cheap  type  of  house  suitable  for  purchase 
by  persons  of  limited  means.  Every  encouragement  is  given 
by  the  Council  to  this  class  of  person,  as  money  is  advanced 
to  them  for  the  purchase  of  a house,  in  which  they  intend 
to  reside,  at  3J%  interest.  The  construction  of  40  houses  at 
Port  Clarence  was  also  commenced  for  the  accommodation 
of  a portion  of  the  tenants  who  will  be  removed  from  the 
Clearance  Area  already  mentioned. 
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The  following1  is  a list  of  houses  erected  during  the 
year : — 

(a)  Total,  including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b) 65 

(i)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  65 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  Housing  Acts  ...  Nil 

With  regard  to  Overcrowding,  no  active  steps  have  been 
taken  to  relieve  the  cases  outstanding  from  the  previous  year. 
Most  of  the  27  cases  relieved  were  due  to  the  efforts  of 
private  property  owners. 

The  information  given  under  “ Housing  Statistics  ” does 
not  take  into  account  the  added  area,  as  any  overcrowding  is 
confined  to  the  clearance  area  and  will  be  dealt  with  autom- 
atically when  re-housing  is  effected. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  169 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  19 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  19 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  previous  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 73 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 : — 
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(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rend- 
ered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — * 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing*  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings-houses  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  77 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  564 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 
ported during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  233 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report  ...  Nil 


WATER. 

An  abundant  supply  of  good  quality,  soft  water  is 
provided  throughout  the  area  by  the  Tees  Valley  Water 
Board,  and  apart  from  the  slum  clearance  property  where  one 
tap  in  many  cases  supplies  two  houses,  and  isolated  cottages 
and  farms  which  are  supplied  by  wells,  each  house  has  a 
separate  supply. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  report  on  a representative 
sample : — • 

“Chlorine  as  Chlorides 
“Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 
“Ammonia 

“ Albuminoid  Ammonia 
“Oxygen  Absorption 
“Injurious  Metals  ... 

“Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  100°  C.  ... 

“Temporary  Hardness 
“ Permanent  Hardness 
“Colour  of  sample  on  Hazen  Scale 
“Appearance  of  sample  in  2 foot  tube  ... 

“ Odour  when  heated  to  50°  C.  ... 

Microscopical  Examination. 

“ Very  small  deposit  from  -J  gallon  consisting  of  earthy 
“matter  (including  particles  of  ferric  oxide),  vegetable 
“ debris,  some  fungus  growths  and  one  or  two  micro- 
“ organisms. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

“ Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 

at  37°  C.  after  72  hours  ...  ...  2 per  ml. 

“ Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 

after  72  hours  at  20-22°  C.  ...66  per  ml. 

“ Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  at  37°  C.  after 

72  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...Negative  in  90  ml. 

Positive  in  100  ml. 

Observations. 

“ In  my  opinion  this  sample  is  free  from  any  evidence  of 
“ pollution  by  sewage  or  other  foul  drainage.  The 
“ bacteriological  examination  shows  that  the  sample  is  of 


Parts  per  100,000 

1.0850 

.0280 

.0030 

.0058 

.3945 

None 

7.0000 

0.20  degrees 
0.40  „ 

52 

Not  quite  bright 
None 
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“ a high  order  of  organic  purity,  and  it  is  of  good  and 
“ wholesome  quailty  for  human  consumption. 

“ (Signed)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK, 

County  Analyst.” 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  is  little  to  report  under  this  heading  so  far  as  your 
old  area  is  concerned,  but  the  newly  added  area  brought 
certain  liabilities,  mostly  at  Wolviston,  where  a small  sewage 
works  was  found  to  be  in  a most  deplorable  condition  and 
almost  incapable  of  dealing  with  the  sewage,  with  a conse- 
quent fouling  of  a beck  taking  the  effluent. 

The  works  have  been  energetically  tackled  by  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor,  re-laying  sub-drains  and  distributing 
channels,  enlarging  screening  tanks,  providing  new  settling 
tank,  and  ploughing  and  thoroughly  cleansing  the  irrigation 
land  to  make  it  capable  of  acting  as  a filtering  medium.  A 
settling  tank  has  also  been  provided  to  arrest  drainage  from 
the  sludge  lagoons.  The  effluent  is  now  greatly  improved. 

Sections  of  old  sewers  have  been  re-laid  in  Wolviston. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  position  with  regard  to  this  matter  has  altered  with 
the  boundaries.  Previously,  the  conversion  of  privies  to 
water  closets  had  been  completed  throughout  the  area,  but 
the  added  area  contains  mostly  privies.  Before  these  can  be 
converted  the  question  of  sewers  will  have  to  be  considered 
and  possibly  the  sewage  works  also.  The  number  and  type 
of  conveniences  attached  to  private  houses  and  shops  in  the 
Urban  District  is  given  below : — 

Privies  ...  ...  245 

Waterclosets  ...  5,380 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

A detailed  report  on  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  is 
given  at  the  back  of  this  report. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  no  bakehouses  in  the  added  area  and  the 
number  remains  at  four  for  the  whole  district.  They  have 
been  inspected  occasionally  and,  generally  speaking,  there  is 
little  to  complain  of. 
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SHOPS. 

Inspection  of  shops  with  regard  to  ventilation,  temp- 
erature and  sanitary  conveniences  is  an  added  duty,  and  some 
S7  inspections  have  been  made,  chiefly  with  regard  to  heating 
during  the  cold  weather.  As  a result,  10  cases  of  insufficient 
heating  were  remedied. 

Attention  to  sanitary  conveniences  resulted  in  additions 
or  improvements  in  6 cases. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Fish  frying  is  the  only  scheduled  trade  and  there  are  now 
two  extra  fish  fryers  brought  in  with  the  added  area,  making 
a total  of  18  premises  registered  under  this  trade.  Periodical 
inspections  have  been  made  and  on  the  whole  these  premises 
are  well  conducted. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Here  also  the  added  area  has  brought  in  additional  work 
in  the  shape  of  some  20  milk  producing  farms,  and  the  first 
batch  of  samples  obtained  from  these  farms  showed  the 
standard  of  production  to  be  considerably  below  that  obtain- 
ing in  the  old  area. 

These  samples,  with  only  two  exceptions,  were  very  poor, 
but  by  the  use  of  a little  tact  and  the  goodwill  of  the  farmers, 
there  has  been  a decided  improvement. 

Carrying  out  instructions,  the  sampling  of  all  milk 
supplies  in  the  Urban  District  for  bacteriological  and  biological 
examination,  has  been  undertaken,  approximately  every  three 
months.  This  sampling  serves  a very  useful  purpose,  and 
the  results  obtained  are  most  interesting.  Out  of  58  samples 
for  the  biological  T.B.  Test,  five  samples  were  found  to  be 
positive,  equal  to  9.26%  as  against  4.6%  for  1936.  Farms 
from  which  these  infected  samples  came  were  immediately 
visited  by  the  County  Veterinary  Officer,  who  removed  and 
slaughtered  any  diseased  cows  and  also  kept  the  herds  under 
observation  until  reasonably  sure  that  the  Milk  supply  was 
free  from  tubercle  bacilli. 

Routine  clinical  inspections  made  by  the  County  Veter- 
inary Officer  resulted  in  5 cows  affected  with  tuberculosis  of 
the  udder,  and  6 cows  otherwise  affected  with  tuberculosis, 
being  removed  and  slaughtered  from  farms  in  your  area. 
Fifteen  cows  affected  with  other  diseases,  chiefly  mastitis, 
were  also  detected. 
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Of  the  58  primary  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 
•examination  13  required  repeat  samples,  which  gives  a 
percentage  of  22.4  repeats  as  against  15.5  for  the  previous 
year.  The  inclusion  of  several  inferior  samples  out  of  the 
first  batch  taken  from  the  newly  added  area  is  largely 
responsible  for  this  state  of  affairs. 

A list  of  the  samples  taken  is  given  below,  and  to  show 
the  results  obtained,  repeat  samples  (marked  with  an 
asterisk)  are  shown  underneath  the  primary  sample. 


Micro-  Coliform  Content. 

Sample  organisms  1 .1  .01  .001  Methylene 


No. 

per  1 ml. 

ml. 

ml. 

ml. 

ml. 

Blue  Test 

Grade 

191 

101,000 

+ 







_ 

Non-graded 

192 

84,000 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

193 

12,000 

+ 

■'+ 

+ 

— 

— . 

194 

17,300 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

195 

96,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Pasteurised 

196 

3,600 

+ 

— 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

Non-graded 

197 

50,200 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

„ 

198 

400 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

Accredited 

199 

570 

+ 

— 

— 

— - 

,, 

Non-graded 

200 

4,120 

— 

— 

— 

— 

yy 

yy 

201 

750 

— 

— 

— 

— 

yy 

Accredited 

202 

9,900 

+ 

+ 

— 

: — 

yy 

Non-graded 

203 

850 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

Accredited 

204 

17,500 

— 

— 

— 

yy 

Non-graded 

205 

101,000 

— 

— 

4— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

206 

23,300 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— Flash 

. Pasteurised 

207 

1,323,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

v Unsatisfactorv 

Non-graded 

*213 

222,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1 

yy 

*215 

576,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

yy 

*217 

664,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

i Unsatisfactory 

*218 

570 

— 

— 

— 

/ Satisfactory 

yy 

208 

1,860 

— 

— 

— 

— 

yy 

T.B.  Tested 

209 

30,200 

— 

— 

— 

— 

yy 

Non-graded 

210 

588,000 

+ 

— 

— 

— 

) Unsatisfactory 

yy 

*214 

1,750 

— 

— 

— 

J — 

yy 

211 

1,864,000 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

) Unsatisfactory 

yy 

*216 

720,000 

+ 

— 

— 

y — 

yr 

212 

11,900 

+ 

— 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

yy 

219 

36,100 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

yy 

yy 

220 

65,000 

+ 

+ 

— 

i 

*248 

228,000 

— 

f - 

„ 
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Micro-  Coliform  Content. 

Sample  organisms  1 .1  .Cl  .001  Methylene 


No. 

per  1 ml. 

ml. 

ml. 

ml. 

ml. 

Blue  Test 

Grade 

221 

Uncountable 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— } 

Unsatisfactory  Non-graded 

*254 

427,000 

+ 

+ 

1 

— 

yy 

*263 

169,000 

— 

— J 

Unsatisfactory 

yy 

222 

170 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

Accredited 

223 

8,800 

— 

— 

— 

— 

yy 

Non-graded 

224 

111,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

y y 

Accredited 

225 

56,800 

— 

— 

— 

— 

n 

yy 

226 

124,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

yy 

Non-graded 

227 

748,000 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

Unsatisfactory 

yy 

228 

708,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

f) 

Accredited 

229 

70 

Satisfactory 

T.B.  Tested 

230 

648,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

- ] 

Unsatisfactory  Non-graded 

*265 

261,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 1 

yy 

231 

7,600 

— 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

yy 

232 

480 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

,, 

yy 

233 

2,224,000 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

Unsatisfactory 

yy 

234  Uncountable 

— . 

— 

— 

] 

i — 

Pasteurised 

*251 

21,000 

+ 

— 

— 

— i 

i — 

,, 

235  Uncountable 

+ 

+ 

— 

j Satisfactory 

Non-graded 

*255 

2,400 

— 

Accredited 

236 

460 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

Non-graded 

237 

82,000 

+ 

— 

— 

— 

— • Flash  Pasteurised 

238 

165 

— 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

Accredited 

239 

17,200 

+ 

+ 

— 

— 

— 

yy 

240 

72,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

Non-graded 

241 

Uncountable 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ ' 

1 — 

Accredited 

*258 

570,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ i 

| Unsatisfactory 

yy 

242 

83,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— . 

Non-graded 

243  Uncountable 

4- 

— ') 

— 

Accredited 

*261 

85,000 

+ 

i 

+ 

+ ) 

Unsatisfactory 

yy 

244 

35,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— 

yy 

245  Uncountable 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 1 

i — 

Non-graded 

*262 

Uncountable 

4- 

+ 

+ 

+ 1 

i Unsatisfactory 

yy 

246 

47,000 



— 

Accredited 

247 

173,000 

+ 

+ 

.+ 

— .1 

i — 

Non-graded 

*256 

19,600 

— f Unsatisfactory 

yy 

249 

404,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ i 

1 e — 

yy 

*264 

7,300 

H- 

+ 

+ 

i Satisfactory 

yy 

250 

82,000 

+ 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

252 

68,000 

+ 

+ 

+ 

— . 

— ■ 

Accredited 

253 

66,000 

— 

— 

Non-graded 

257 

8,100 

+ ■ 

+ 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

yt 

259 

9,000 

+ 

— • 

— 

jy 

yy 

260 

26,000 

— 

— 

— 

yy 

yy 
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During  the  year  111  general  inspections  of  dairies,  cow- 
sheds and  milk  shops  were  made,  and  action  taken  where 
necessary.  One  producer  applied  to  the  County  Council  for 
an  “ Accredited  ” licence,  which  was  granted  after  modifica- 
tions to  the  cow-bvre  and  the  provision  of  a sterilising  outfit. 

A fair  amount  of  graded  milk  is  now  produced  in  your 
area,  7 farmers  holding  “ Accredited  ” licences,  all  being  in 
the  newly  added  area.  This  is  a very  useful  start,  and  there 
is  some  evidence  that  others  will  eventually  enter  the  scheme 
attracted  by  the  penny  per  gallon  extra. 

The  undermentioned  licences  have  been  granted  to  retail 
purveyors  for  the  sale  of  graded  milk : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk  ...  2 

“Accredited”  Milk  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  persons  and 
premises  registered  as  required  by  the  appropriate  legisla- 
tion : — 

Register  of  Farms  and  Other  Places  used  as  Dairies  ...  36 

Register  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  48 

Register  of  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen  and  Wholesale 

Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Three  additional  slaughterhouses  have  been  brought  in 
with  the  newly  added  area,  two  registered  and  one  licensed. 
These  premises,  situated  in  Wolviston,  are  kept  under 
effective  supervision  and  are  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  With  the  inclusion  of  these  slaughterhouses  in 
your  district  much  more  slaughtering  is  carried  on,  with  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  amount  of  time  devoted  to 
inspection.  The  number  of  inspections  (639),  mostly  post- 
mortem, are  more  than  double  those  of  the  previous  year, 
and  resulted  in  the  following  carcases  and  offal  being  con- 
demned. 

The  entire  carcase  and  offal  of  2 beasts. 

One  case  of  rabbits. 

Miscellaneous  Organs  ...  ...  22 

Pork  22\  lbs. 

Mutton 2 lbs. 

Ante-mortem  inspections  are  few.  If  all  animals  were  so 
inspected  the  amount  of  work  entailed  would  probably  be  out 
of  all  proportion  to  its  value. 

All  the  butchers  have  fallen  into  line  and  the  above 
material  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed  without 
the  need  for  legal  action.  Premises  where  various  foodstuffs 
are  prepared  have  been  given  as  much  attention  as  possible. 
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(c)  Adulteration. 

During  the  year  54  samples  of  various  foodstuffs  were 
obtained  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  and  seven 
samples  were  found  to  be  “ Not  Genuine.”  One  sample  of 
scotch  sausage  had  sulphur  di-oxidc  in  excess  of  the  pre- 
scribed amount,  and  another  containing  preservative  was  not 
labelled  accordingly.  The  filling  of  a sample  of  cream  cakes 
was  not  genuine  cream,  and  four  samples  of  milk  were 
deficient  in  butter  fat.  The  freezing  point  of  the  milk  samples 
did  not  suggest  adulteration. 

Careful  consideration  was  given  to  these  cases  and  they 
were  not  considered  sufficiently  serious  to  warrant  prosecu- 
tion. Informal  action  was,  however,  taken,  the  traders, 
concerned  either  being  written  to  or  interviewed. 

The  following'  is  a list  of  the  various  foodstuffs  pur- 
chased : — 


Nature  of  Sample. 

Formal 

or 

Informal. 

Analyst’s 

Report. 

Sausage  

Informal 

Genuine  Quality 

Ginger 

do. 

do. 

Turkey  and  Tongue  Paste 

do. 

do. 

Cream  Chocolate 

do. 

do. 

Saveloys  ... 

do. 

do. 

Tea 

do. 

do. 

Ground  Rice  

do. 

do. 

Aspirin  Tablets  ... 

do. 

do. 

Sausage 

do. 

do. 

Camphorated  Oil 

do. 

do. 

Tinned  Crab 

do. 

do. 

Custard  Powder 

do. 

do. 

Baking  Powder  ... 

do. 

do. 

Scotch  Sausage  ... 

do.  Not  Genuine  Quality 

do. 

Formally 

do. 

Brawn 

Informal 

Genuine  Quality 

Dripping  ... 

do. 

do. 

Lemon  & Barley  Mineral 

Water  do. 

do. 

Piccalilli  ... 

do. 

do. 

Fizzy  Mixtures  ... 

do. 

do. 

Butter  

do. 

do. 

Cream  Castle  Cakes 

do.  Not  Genuine  Quality 

Scotch  Sausage  ... 

do. 

. Genuine  Quality 

Full  Cream  Dried  Milk 

do. 

do. 

Luncheon  Meat  ... 

do.  .. 

do. 
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Nature  of  Sample. 

Formal 

or 

Informal. 

Analyst’s 

Report. 

New  Milk 

...  Formally 

Deficient  in  Fat 

New  Milk 

do. 

Genuine  Quality 

New  Milk 

do. 

Deficient  in  Fat 

New  Milk  

do. 

do. 

New  Milk  

do. 

do. 

New  Milk  

do. 

Genuine  Quality 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie  ... 

...  Informal 

do. 

Pure  Coffee 

do. 

do. 

Lard 

do. 

do. 

Fresh  Cream 

do. 

do. 

Beef  Sausage 

do. 

do. 

Tinned  Cream 

do. 

do. 

Yeast 

do. 

do. 

Ham  

...  do. 

do. 

Salad  Cream 

do. 

do. 

Cocoa  

do. 

do. 

Tinned  Cream 

do. 

do. 

Sild  in  Pure  Olive  Oil  ... 

do. 

do. 

Dutch  Cheese 

do. 

do. 

Butter 

do. 

do. 

Cream 

do. 

do. 

Ground  Almonds  ... 

...  do. 

do. 

Pure  Coffee 

...  do. 

do. 

Camphorated  Oil 

do. 

do. 

Potted  Meat  

do. 

do. 

Raspberry  Ruffles 

do. 

do. 

Egg  and  Milk  Sweets  ... 

do. 

do. 

Lard 

do. 

do. 

The  sampling  of  milk  for  fat  and  solids  not  fat,  usually 
carried  out  in  the  department,  has  had  to  be  somewhat 
neglected  again,  14  such  samples  being  taken  during  the  year. 
Of  these  samples  4 were  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  and  were 
then  sampled  formally,  details  of  which  are  given  in  the 
preceding  item. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

All  chemical  work  is  done  by  the  County  Analyst,  and 
bacteriological  and  biological  examination  of  milk  samples  is 
performed  at  Armstrong  College,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

(e)  Nutrition. 

No  special  work  on  nutrition  has  been  done. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

The  Council’s  Public  Swimming  Baths  have  continued  to 
be  well  patronised,  and  during  1937  60,615  bathers  used  the 
baths — a slight  increase  on  the  previous  year. 

The  baths  have  again  been  kept  open  during  the  winter 
and  from  November  1st,  1937,  to  March  27th,  1938,  10,565 
persons,  averaging  70  per  day,  used  the  baths,  as  against  6,470 
persons,  or  43  per  day,  for  the  corresponding  period  of  the 
previous  year,  which  is  very  encouraging. 

The  filtration  and  chlorination  plants  have  been  kept  in 
perfect  order,  and  the  water  is  bright  and  sparkling  at  all 
times. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  Analyst’s  report  on  a 
sample  of  water  obtained  on  the  3rd  June,  at  8.25  p.m.,  after 
a heavy  bathing  load,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
filtration  plant  is  well  up  to  its  work. 

“ Free  Chlorine 0.1  part  per  million 

“ Number  of  colonies  of  Nutrient  Agar 
“ @ 37  deg.  C.  after  72  hours  ...  0 per  ml. 

“ Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
“ @ 20/22  deg.  C.  after  72  hours  ...  1 in  2 ml. 

“ Presumptive  B.  Coli  test  @ 37  deg.  C. 

“ after  72  hours  ...  ...  ...  Negative  in  100  ml. 

“ Clostridium  Welchii  test  @ 37  deg.  C.  Negative  in  40  ml. 

“ This  sample  affords  no  evidence  of  pollution  by  excretal 
'‘matter;  the  bacteriological  tests  afford  highly  satisfactory 
“ results,  and  the  water  is  of  excellent  quality  for  the  purpose 
“ for  which  it  is  intended. 

(Signed)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK, 

“ County  Analyst.” 

Facilities  are  also  provided  for  Slipper,  Brine  and  Zoto- 
foam  baths,  and  175,  78  and  80  such  baths  respectively  have 
been  given. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

This  matter  has  again  been  very  much  in  the  “ news 
throughout  the  year,  due  principally  to: — 

(a)  Fumes  from  a sulphuric  acid  plant; 

(b)  Emission  of  coke  breeze  and  dust  from  a water 

gas  generating  plant; 

(c)  Emission  of  dust  from  a cement  works. 
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Emissions  of  dust  and  grit  from  powdered  fuel  boilers 
and  dust  from  a fertiliser  plant  have  also  received  attention. 
There  has  been  a good  deal  of  local  feeling  regarding  these 
emissions,  and  the  Public  Health  Committee  has  given  con- 
siderable attention  to  the  matter.  It  should  be  made  quite 
clear,  however,  that  the  firms  concerned  are  not  unmindful 
of  their  obligations,  and  the  Council  have  approached  the 
subject  by  trying  to  work  in  collaboration  with,  and  obtaining 
the  goodwill  of,  the  responsible  firms. 

With  regard  to  keeping  the  works  under  observation,  it 
has  been  agreed  that  it  is  not  possible  for  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  be  always  in  any  particular  area  when  emissions 
occur,  and  to  assist  in  obtaining  data  an  observer  was 
appointed  for  a period  of  one  month  to  devote  the  whole  of 
his  time  to  making  the  necessary  observations.  Although 
the  intention  was  good,  the  results  obtained  did  not  justify 
this  step,  as  the  weather  conditions  during  the  month  were 
particularly  favourable,  that  is  to  say,  the  wind  was  in  a 
direction  to  carry  any  emissions  away  from  the  houses. 
Furthermore,  this  type  of  work  is  somewhat  specialised  and 
requires  some  experience  and  a knowledge  of  local  conditions. 

To  assist  in  determining  the  source  of  any  particular 
emission  I requisitioned  a microscope  and  the  necessary 
accessories,  which,  I can  say  without  the  slightest  hesitation, 
have  been  extremely  helpful.  I,  personally,  have  given  more 
attention  than  perhaps  is  generally  realised  to  this  question 
of  atmospheric  pollution,  and  much  work  has  been  done  with 
the  microscope,  by  observations,  and  by  interviews  with 
various  works  officials,  with  distinctly  good  results. 

Each  particular  emission  is  dealt  with  in  the  following 
remarks : — • 

(a)  As  mentioned  in  my  last  annual  report  a suitable 
plant  for  dealing  with  these  gases  has  been  erected  and  put 
into  operation  at  a cost  of  approximately  £45,000,  the  result 
obtained  being  extremely  good,  as  the  exit  g*ases  have  been 
rendered  innocuous  and  the  fog  caused  thereby  considerably 
reduced. 

(b)  This  material  is  relatively  coarse,  and  until  experi- 
ments were  made  it  was  thought  to  be  too  heavy  to  be  carried 
outside  the  works.  Tests,  however,  definitely  proved  this  to 
be  erroneous,  and  immediately  active  steps  were  taken  to 
remove  the  cause  of  complaint.  By  the  year-end,  existing 
cyclones  to  the  gas  generators  were  being  modified  with 
marked  success,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped  that,  when  the 
whole  of  these  cyclones  have  received  attention,  this  source 
of  nuisance  will  be  practically  eliminated. 
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(c)  For  some  reason  or  other,  dust  from  the  cement 
works  has  again  become  a source  of  considerable  nuisance. 
Here  again,  the  microscope  was  of  the  utmost  value  in 
identifying  the  deposits,  and  at  the  year-end  negotiations 
were  taking  place  with  the  firm  with  a view  to  their  improv- 
ing the  present  apparatus  or  having  a more  efficient  type 
of  de-dusting  plant  installed. 

With  regard  to  the  powdered  fuel  plant,  microscopical 
examinations  proved  without  reasonable  doubt,  that  dust  and 
grit  still  come  from  this  particular  source,  and  short  of 
scrapping  the  existing  de-dusting  equipment — which  cost 
some  £112,000  and  costs  approximately  £12,000  per  year  to 
operate — and  installing  a more  efficient  de-duster,  no  great 
improvement  can  be  hoped  for. 

Microscopic  examinations  of  a white  deposit  led  to 
inquiries  being  made  concerning  a plant  suspected  of  emitting 
this  material,  and  negotiations  were  in  hand  at  the  year-end 
with  a view  to  having  suitable  de-dusters  erected. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

One  of  the  worst  features  of  the  year  with  regard  to 
infectious  disease  has  been  the  continued  prevalence  of  Scarlet 
Fever.  As  will  be  seen  from  Table  No.  3 this  disease  was 
prevalent  during  every  month  of  the  year,  and  from  the 
County  Medical  Officer’s  returns  it  appears  to  have  been 
mildly  epidemic  throughout  the  County.  Diphtheria  has  been 
steady,  showing  an  increase  of  10  cases  over  the  previous 
year. 

The  following  tables  give  much  interesting  information 
with  regard  to  these  two  diseases,  namely,  the  year’s  increase, 
the  number  of  cases  occurring  in  each  ward,  the  notifications 
each  month,  and  the  case  rate  per  1,000  for  each  ward  and 
the  whole  area,  each  table  including  a comparison  with  the 
previous  year. 


TABLE  No.  1. 


Disease 

1936 

1937 

Increase 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

147 

219 

72 

Diphtheria 

60 

70 

10 

Totals  ... 

207 

289 

82 
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TABLE  No.  2. 


Ward 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

1936 

1937 

1936 

1937 

St.  Cuthbert’s  Ward  ... 

117 

53 

33 

20 

Chilton’s  ... 

18 

53 

7 

20 

Wolviston 

— 

11 

— 

1 

Haverton  Hill  North  ... 

6 

51 

11 

17 

Iiaverton  Hill  South  ... 

5 

39 

8 

9 

Clarence  ... 

1 

11 

1 

3 

Cowpen 

— 

1 

— 

0 

Totals 

147 

219 

60 

70 

Note. — Wards  re-arranged  1st  April,  1937. 


TABLE  No.  3. 


Month 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

1936 

1937 

1936 

1937 

t January  

6 

18 

2 

5 

February  ... 

4 

14 

2 

2 

March 

7 

19 

5 

8 

April  

5 

17 

6 

10 

May  

8 

14 

8 

9 

June  

4 

12 

4 

6 

July  

17 

8 

8 

1 

August  

16 

12 

3 

4 

September  

14 

11 

4 

2 

October  

23 

30 

6 

6 

November 

19 

34 

7 

13 

December 

24 

30 

5 

4 

Totals 

147 

219 

60 

70 

TABLE  No.  4. 


Ward 

Estimated 

Population 

Scarlet  | 
Fever  1 

Diph. 

Case  rate  per  1000 

S.  F. 

j Diph. 

St.  Cuthbert’s 

6,613 

53  | 

20 

8.01  | 

3.02 

Chilton’s  

5,818 

53  1 

20 

9.11  | 

3.44 

Wolviston  ... 

1,317 

11 

1 

8.35  | 

0.76 

Haverton  Hill  North 

6,116 

51  | 

17 

8.34  | 

2.78 

Haverton  Hill  South 

2,282 

39 

9 

17.1  | 

3.94 

Clarence  

1,169 

11 

3 

9.41  | 

2.57 

Cowpen 

162 

1 1 

— 

6.17  | 

— 

Totals  ... 

23,477 

219 

70 

9.32  | 

2.98 

Medical  Practitioners  have,  as  usual,  been  supplied  with 
diphtheria  anti-toxin  on  request,  9 tubes  being  issued. 
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With  one  exception,  each  case  of  fever  was  removed  to 
hospital  and  the  premises  disinfected.  Five  schools  were  also 
disinfected,  and  194  books  removed  from  infected  houses  were 
disinfected  before  being  returned  to  circulation. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  in  the  area  have  been  inspected  and  certain 
minor  defects  were  found  in  connection  with  the  sanitary 
accommodation  at  Port  Clarence  Roman  Catholic  Schools. 
Otherwise,  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  quite  good. 
Each  school  is  provided  with  a water  supply  by  the  Tees 
Valley  Water  Board. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

During  the  year  134  complaints  regarding  premises  were 
received.  These  were  in  respect  of  bugs,  rats,  crickets,  cock- 
roaches, fleas  and  mice.  The  number  of  houses  found  to  be 
infested  with  bed  bugs  was  11  Council  houses  and  19  other 
houses.  Each  house  was  disinfested  by  the  Council  in  the 
usual  manner,  that  is,  by  removing  wallpapers  and  woodwork 
and  fumigating  with  sulphur,  followed  by  a second  fumigation 
after  an  interval  of  two  to  three  weeks.  In  bad  cases  where 
the  beds  are  involved,  the  bedding  is  destroyed  and  the 
tenants  instructed  to  dismantle  the  beds  and  treat  same  with 
paraffin. 

No  steps  are  taken  to  ensure  that  the  belongings  of 
tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council 
houses. 

Regarding  other  infestations,  appropriate  steps  were 
taken  in  all  cases.  The  supervision  or  education  of  tenants 
is  done  by  frequent  visits,  with  an  offer  to  help  in  every  way 
providing  they  are  willing  to  co-operate.  Generally,  we  have 
met  with  a good  response,  and  an  effort  is  being  made  to 
keep  bug  infested  houses  under  observation  for  a period  of 
two  years,  which  will  reasonably  ensure  that  they  are  free 
from  vermin. 


INSECT  PESTS. 

All  stagnant  ponds  were  sprayed  with  paraffin  during  the 
summer  months  to  prevent  the  breeding  of  mosquitoes. 

HEALTH  PROPAGANDA. 

Continuous  propaganda  has  been  carried  on  throughout 
the  year  through  the  medium  of  specially  designed  posters 
exhibited  on  boards  erected  in  different  parts  of  the  area  for 
this  particular  purpose. 
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ANNUAL  RAINFALL. 

The  annual  rainfall  in  the  area  for  the  past  five  years 
has  been  as  follows: — 


1933 

1934  1935 

! 

1936 

1937 

21.325" 

i 

20.228"  25.970" 

26.569" 

22.850" 

30 


REPORT  ON  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

FOR  1937-38. 

Cleansing  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Haverton  Hill. 

6th  May,  1938. 

MR.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  herewith  my  eighth 
Annual  Report  on  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  cover- 
ing the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1938. 

Under  the  County  Scheme  for  Review  of  Districts,  your 
area  was  enlarged  as  from  1st  April,  1937,  and  the  added  area 
includes  Cowpen  Bewley,  Wolviston  and  Old  Port  Clarence. 
The  conveniences  in  these  places  are  mainly  privies,  and  night 
soil  has  again  to  be  dealt  with.  This  matter  is  referred  to 
under  “ Collection  and  Disposal  of  Night  Soil/’ 

Manual  Labour. 

The  number  of  men  employed  and  the  nature  of  their 
employment  is  as  follows : — 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  11 

Refuse  Disposal  1 

Freighter  Driving  ...  ...  2 

14 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  81.4%  of  the  cost  of  the 
service  is  paid  in  wages. 


Vehicles. 

No  addition  has  been  made  to  the  vehicles,  and  the  work 
is  still  carried  out  by  two  SD  freighters,  which  are  8^  and 
years  old  respectively.  The  usual  information  regarding 
these  machines  is  given  in  the  following  tables : — 


RELIABILITY. 


Vehicle 

Possible  No. 
of  hours. 

No.  of  hours 
lost  for  repairs 

Percentage  of 
hours  worked 

9 cubic  yard 
10  cubic  yard 

2.402 

2,401| 

59i 

73i 

97.52 

96.94 

RUNNING  COSTS. 


Vehicle 

Total 

Cost 

Wages 

Licences, 

etc. 

Petrol,  Oil 
and  Grease 

Rep 

•airs 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

T 

s.  d. 

9 cu.  yd. 

3261811 

17911  10 

47  3 6 

5217  8 

47 

5 11* 

10  cu.  yd. 

294  2 3 

17715  0 

41  6 1 

52  16  10 

22 

4 4 

* This  includes  complete  engine  overhaul. 


NUMBER  AND  WEIGHT  OF  LOADS  REMOVED. 


No.  of  loads  Weight  per  Total 


Vehicle 

removed 

load 

Weight 

9 cubic  yard 

1055 

T.  C.  Q. 

2 8 1 

T.  C. 
2,545  3 

Q. 

3 

10  cubic  yard 

1027 

2 8 1 

2,477  12 

3 

Horse  & Cart 
(Night  Soil) 

100 

15  0 

75  0 

0 

(approx.) 

(estimtd) 
Total  Tonnage 

5097  16 

2 

MILES  PER  LOAD  AND  PETROL  CONSUMPTION. 


Vehicle 

Loads 

removed 

Miles 

run 

Petrol 

Gallons 

Miles  per 
gallon 

Miles  per 
load 

9 cu.  yd. 
10  cu.  yd. 

1,055 

1,027 

4,467 

3,638.2 

780 

789 

5.73 

4.61 

4.23 

3.54 

Refuse  Collection. 

Except  for  the  added  area,  there  has  been  no  change  with 
regard  to  collection,  bins  being  emptied  once  weekly,  working 
five  days  per  week.  Kerbside  collection  is  not  in  operation, 
the  Public  Health  Committee  some  years  ago  having  decided 
this  practice  to  be  unsightly  and  unhygienic.  The  method  of 
working,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  your  area  is  almost  wholly 
town  planned  with  12  houses  to  the  acre  with  consequent 
long  “ carries,”  inevitably  keeps  up  the  cost  of  collection, 
although,  as  will  be  seen  from  Appendix  1,  item  F,  columns 
3 and  4,  it  is  not  excessive. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

All  dry  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  a 
site  which  has  been  in  use  for  some  years  on  the  Cowpen 
Lane  Estate. 
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Towards  the  end  of  1936  a slight  infestation  of  crickets 
was  noticed  on  the  tip.  The  affected  area  was  thoroughly 
sprayed  with  creosote  and  a preparation  of  soap  and  cresylic 
acid,  which  proved  effective,  as  no  further  infestation  has 
been  observed  during  the  present  year. 

A very  unsightly,  insanitary  wayside  tip  at  Wolviston 
in  the  added  area  has  been  properly  levelled,  covered  with 
soil  and  fenced.  This  expense  and  the  purchase  of  addi- 
tional tip  track  is  reflected  in  disposal  costs,  which  are  higher 
than  the  previous  year. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Night  Soil. 

Adverting-  to  my  opening  remarks  with  regard  to  night 
soil  in  the  added  area.  Collection  and  disposal  of  night  soil 
at  Old  Port  Clarence  is  undertaken  by  the  owners  of  the 
property,  an  arrangement  which  has  apparently  existed  for 
some  considerable  time.  There  will  be  no  need  to  make  any 
alteration  as  the  whole  of  this  property,  comprising  92 
houses,  is  scheduled  for  demolition.  Cowpen  Bewley  is  a 
small  village,  composed  mainly  of  farm  houses,  and  apart 
from  the  schools — where  the  privy  middens  are  emptied  under 
contract  for  the  Council — farmers  arrange  for  the  necessary 
work.  Wolviston,  which  is  a fairly  large  village,  has  approxi- 
mately 104  privies,  which  are  emptied  once  weekly  under 
contract  for  £52  per  annum,  the  night  soil  being  disposed  on 
farm  land. 

Number  and  Type  of  Receptacles. 

Dustbins 5,505 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  245 

Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Cost. 

The  usual  detailed  account  of  the  expenditure  incurred 
on  this  service  has  been  kept,  and  is  given  in  Appendix  1 
in  the  form  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  cost 
is  10/6d.  per  house  per  annum,  or  2.4d.  per  week.  For  the 
purpose  of  comparing  your  costs  with  other  districts,  tables 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  report  for  1935-36  are  given 
in  appendices  2,  3 and  4,  including  in  each  table  the  corres- 
ponding figures  for  your  district.  This  comparison  is 
interesting  and  shows  your  costs  to  be  below  the  average. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  Obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  RUSHWORTH, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX  II. 

Average  weight  of  refuse  per  1,000  of  population  per  day  (365  days  to  year;  number  of  districts 
shown  in  brackets). 
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APPENDIX  IV. 
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areas  where  weight  was  based  on  test  weighings  or  wholly  estimated. 


